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2 Cor. iii. 6. 


Who alſo hath made us able miniſters of the New Teſta- 
ment, not of the letter, but of the ſpirit. 


Auer the great variety of diſtinguiſhing 
privileges with which our happy land hath 
long been indulged, there is no one of equal value 
with that of a goſpel miniſtry. Other bleſlings re- 
late to the body and time only; the goſpel and 
the miniſtry of it, to the ſoul and eternity. What 
then can have ſo juſt a claim to our warmeſt gra- 
titude, as the enjoyment of the miniſtry of the 
golpel? And if a goſpel miniſtry be ſo important, 
how deſirable muſt it be to have able miniſters of 
the new teſtament ; perſons thoroughly furniſhed 
for the great, the arduous work? Such miniſ- 
ters the church at Corinth was bleſſed with; nor 
this church alone, but alſo all the churches who 
enjoyed the benefit of the apoſiles labors ; for they 
were all able miniſters of the new teſtament. And 
bleſſed be God, though the goſpel is miniſtred 
now by thoſe who are greatly inferior to the apoſ- 
tles, yet there are ſome in our day, whom God 
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hath made, and who may and ought therefore to 
be eſteemed, able miniſters of the goſpel. And 
with a view to afliſt the ſerious and hopeful in 
acquiring, under God, this important and deſira- 
ble character, the Society to which I have the ho- 
nor of addrefſing myſelf upon the preſent occa- 
ſion was- originally conſtituted. You are ready, 
my brethren, I am fully perſuaded, to acknow- 
ledge with the apoſtle in our text, that the work 
is the Lord's, and that it is he alone who makes 
or can make able miniſters of the new teſtament. 
But as he is pleaſed to make uſe of inftruments 
to effect his own purpoſes, the honor yon are 
ambitious of, is that of being employed by him, 
in the accompliſhment of the great and deſirable 
work of raiſing up able miniſters of the goſpel. 
And there is the greater reaſon for our being ſoli- 
citous about this matter in the preſent day, as 
able miniſters are much wanted. The harveſt 
truly is plenteous, but able laborers very few. 


There are moreover many able and indefatigable 


adverſaries of the goſpel, and great need there- 


fore of able and zealous miniſters to vindicate 


and eſtabliſh the truth as it is in Jeſus, 

The apoſtle in the context, aſſerts and vindi- 
cates the divine miſſion and miniſtry of himſelf 
and his brethren, againſt thoſe falſe judaizing 
teachers in that day who endeavored to degrade 
and expoſe them, We are not, ſays the apoſtle, 
Chap. ii. v. 17. as many which corrupt the word 


of 
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of God ; but as of fincerity, but as of God, in the fight of 
God. ſpeal we in Chriſt, He goes on, Ch. g. Do 
we begin again to commend ourſelves ? Or need we, as 
ſome others, epiſiles of commendation to you, or letters 
of commendation from you ? As though he had ſaid, 
no; Ye are our epiſtle, written in our hearts, known 
and read of all men; foraſmuch as ye are manifeſtly 
declared to be the eprſile of Chriſt, miniſtred uy vs, 
written not with ink, but with the ſpirit of the living 
God; not in tables of ſtone, but in fleſhly tables of the 
heart. And ſuch truſt have we through Chriſt io God- 
ward. But then, leſt any ſhould think he aſſum- 
ed too much in what he had ſaid, he adds; Not 
that we are fuffictent of ourſelves, to think any thing as 
of ourſelves ; but our ſufficiency is of God. Then 
come in the words of our text. Who alſo hath 
made us able miniſters of the new teſtament, not of 'the 
letter, but of the ſpirit. 
In improving this ſubjett, I ſhall endeavor 


I. To deſcribe one whom God hath made an 
able miniſter of the new teſtament. | 


IT. Shew how, or in what reſpeQs, it appears 
to be God who makes men able miniſters. 


III. Cloſe with ſome ſuitable improvement. 


I. I am to deſcribe one whom God hath made 
an able miſter of the new teſtament. 
i The 
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The word be, here rendered able, properly 
ſignifies fit or ſufficient, as it is rendered-chap. ii. 


ver. 16. and is manifeſtly intended to deſcribe 


or repreſent, a perſon that is properly qualified 
for the work of the miniſtry. One that well un- 
derſtands the various and extenſive duties of the 
ſacred office, and has ſuch talents and abilities as 
furniſh him, in a good degree, for the diſcharge 
of them. | 

Now to conſtitute ſuch a miniſter, many impor- 
tant qualifications are neceſſary. And in pro- 
portion to the meaſure any miniſter has of theſe 
qualifications, he. may be denominated, in a 
greater or leſs degree, an able miniſter, 

1. A competent ſhare of the gifts of nature 
is abſolutely neceſſary to form the character of an 
able miniſter. _ W 

Without a tolerable ſhare of widen endows 
ments, there can be no foundation on which, 
without the interpoſition of a miracle, any conſi- 
derable ſuperſtrutture can be raiſed, much. leſs 


| that of an able miniſter. Though cultivation may 


aſſiſt and improve nature, it cannot compenſate 
for her defects. 

Here, were I to deſcend into narticider, I 
might obſerve, that a good conſtitution, and a 
moderate degree of bodily ſtrength and health, 
leem highly requiſite to form the charatter of an 
able miniſter, © They greatly miſtake the matter, 
** who look upon the miniſtry as an indolent kind 
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« of employment. It may be ſo to thoſe, who 
„think they have diſcharged all the duties of it, 
* when they have filled up two or three hours of 
„ohe day in the week, with ſome general talk 
* upon ſubjects they have not ſtudied or taken 
* any pains about; and thrown away the other 
days in idle and fruitleſs viſits from houſe to 
* houſe. But I am ſure, if it be duly and con- 
« ſcientiouſly attended to, it will be found to be a 
very painful and laborious ſervice. Many a 
« healthful conſtitution has been pulled down by 
* it,” * It is the duty of miniſters to give cloſe 
application to meditation, reading, writing, con- 
verſation with a variety of perſons and upon a 
variety of ſubjects, beſides attending to the more 
immediate exerciſes of religion both in public and 
private, ſuch as prayer, preaching, and adminiſ- 
tring the ſacred Inſtitutions of Baptifm and the 
Lord's Supper; and how much theſe exerciſes try 
the conſtitution, many that were once robuſt and 
{ſtrong can painfully teſtify. Some indeed only 
by a few years employ in this arduous ſervice, 
have fallen early victims to death and the grave. 
But a found mind, let me obſerve, is requiſite to 
form an able miniſter, as well as a ſound healthful 
body. Mens ſana, in corpore ſano; a ſound well- 
formed capacious mind, in a ſound healthful body. 
A clear and quick perception, a lively imagina- 


tion, 


See the Cuarce, by Dr, Stennett, at the ordination of the 
Rev, K Evans, 
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tion, a retentive memory, a ſolid judgment, a good 
invention, fortitude and courage, prudence and 
patience, mildneſs and affability, tenderneſs and 
compaſſion, with a variety of other mental endow- 
ments of a like nature, are, I apprehend, not only 
very defirable qualifications for the work of the 
miniſtry, but abſolutely neceſſary to conſtitute, in 
the full ſenſe of that phraſe, an able mmiſter.— I 
might further obſerve, that a good degree of na- 
tural elocution, a capacity of ſpeaking freely and 
intelligibly, or what the Apoſtle calls a door of 
ulterance, is alſo neceſſary to the miniſterial cha- 
rafter. Theſe qualifications are given indeed in 
various degrees to different miniſters, as it pleaſ- 
eth the great Giver of every good and perfett gift 
to impart them. Moſes was flow of ſpeech, but in 
other reſpetts remarkably qualified for the work 
to which he was called. Aaron could fpeak well, 
but in other endowments was inferior to Moſes. 
The apoſtle Paul was rude in ſpeech, but in know- 
ledge, and the powers of reaſoning, and ſtrong for- 
cible language, he was without his equal. His 
letters and ſermons were weighty and powerful. 
Apollos was a man of eloquence, but in other endow- 


ments not to be compared with Paul. But till, 


that a man can never attain to the character of 
an able min;ſier, without a competent ſhare of the 
gifts of nature, though ſome may be bleſſed with 
theſe gifts in a larger and others in a leſs degree; 
is a truth ſo evident, that it would be a mere abuſe 
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of time to pretend to enter upon the formal proof 
of it.— If che great ſages of antiquity had not been 
endowed with conſiderable natural powers, can it 
be thought they would have ever been men of 
ſuch eminence in their various profeſſions? Or 
that thoſe great and worthy men who have done 
honor to the ſacred ſunction, would have been able 
to have filled up the duties of their ſtation in the 
manner they have done, had they not been bleſſ- 

ed with gocd natural endqwments ? 
The apoſtles, though they lived in the age of 
miracles, when thoſe ſupernatural powers were 
communicated which more than compenſated for 
every other defect, yet appear to have been all of 
them men of good natural underſtanding. When 
we are told that God hath choſen the weak things of 
this world, and the foolih things, to confound the 
wiſe and mighty, we are not to ſuppoſe, that he 
hath choſen literally, idiots, men void of natural 
ſenſe and underſtanding ;- but only ſuch as were 
fo eſteemed by the men of this world, to whom the 
wiſdom, of God is fooliſhneſs. Or perhaps the 
meaning may be that they were weak and foolyſh 
with reſpect to the wiſdom of this world, falſly ſo 
called ; that they were unacquainted with thoſe 
arts and ſtratagems, upon which the worldly wiſe 
are ready ſo much to value themſelves, and by 
which they ſecure the regards of unthinking miſ- 
taken men. The apoſtles were men of plain good 
ſenſe, moo and ſimplicity; and yet, to the 
confounding 
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confounding of the worldly wiſe and mighty, 
their preaching was made the wiſdom of God, 


aud the power of God unto ſalvation. But 
further, | 


— k 


2. To conſtitute an able miniſter in the preſent 
day, the improvements -of- human learning, ſeem 
highly defirable, if not abſolutely neceſſary. 

This point may be argued, 

1. From the preſent ſtate of human nature. 

Does the barren ſtate of the earth teach the 
huſbandman to ufe all the arts of cultivation to 
enrich and improve the ſoil, and render it fruit - 
ful? Should not the ſtate of the mind, much 
more lead us to the uſe of all the improvements 
to be derived from learning? It ſeems to be al- 
together as unreaſonable, to expect good fruit 
from an uncultivated ſoil, as any thing conſidera- 
ble from an uncultivated genius“. In the pre- 
ſent degenerate ſtate of human nature, know- 


ledge is not to be expected by intuition; and 


the days of inſpiration are ceaſed. If a man 
therefore would be wiſe and knowing, he muſt 
read and ſtudy. Accordingly we find that even 
in the days of the apoſtles, Timothy who was an 
Evangeliſt, an extraordinary miniſter, is yet ex- 
horted to give attendance to reading, not to ne- 
glect. but to cultivate and improve the gift that 
was in n to meditate, and 0 to give humfelf 

X to 


Ut ager, uamvis fertilis, ſine cultura fructuoſus eſſe non pas 
fell: be ns n animus. Alias. . 12. c. 56. 
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to his work, that his profiting might appear to all. 
1 Tim. iv. 13, 14, 15. Now it is evident from 
hence that ſupernatural endowments, even when 
communicated in an extraordinary way, were not 
deſigned to ſuperſede, or diſcourage from the 
purſuit of uſeful knowledge, in the common and 
ordinary method. The apoſtle Paul ſeems to 
have had no idea that reading and ſtudy, would 
ſuppoſe that we thought we could kelp or mend the 
work of the Spirit of God, which by ſome has 
been compared to painting a diamond; but that 
this is the deſign of human learning, is the diſ- 
covery of later ages. It may perhaps be ſaid, 
that however, though miniſters are to read and 
ſtudy when actually entered upon the miniſtry, 
yet this does not authorize a man's going through 

what is called a courſe of preparatory ſtudy, before ' 
he enters upon the miniſtry, To this I anſwer, it 
is one of the moſt obvious and unqueſtionable 
dictates of common ſenſe, that we may ſafely argue 
from the greater to the leſs. If therefore, thoſe 
who are called to the actual and immediate diſ- 
charge of the miniſterial office, and are deemed 
capable of the duties of it, are yet exhorted to 
read, ſtudy, and negle not the gift that 1s in them ; 
how much more muſt this be thought neceſſary 
before a man firſt engages in the work, and muſt 
therefore be leſs capable of the duties of it than 


we can ſuppoſe him to be afterwards, Beſides, if 
| a man 
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| a man when he is. a miniſter is to read and ſtudy, 
then ſurely he ought before he enters upon the 
| miniſtry, to be able to read and ſtudy. And if he 
| is to read and ſtudy the holy ſcriptures, ſurely it 
| muſt be very deſirable to be able to read them in 


the languages in which they were wrote, with- 
out being obliged to view them through the me- 
dium of fallible and varying tranſlations; and to 
be acquainted with thoſe ancient cuſtoms and 
uſages, with other branches of learning, where- 
by he may be the better able to underſtand, ex- 
plain and defend them. Upon the whole, if a 
Timothy, an extraordinary miniſter, was yet to 
purſue uſeful knowledge in an ordinary way ; 
how much more muſt this be incumbent upon us 
who are ſo much, in every reſpect, his inferi- 
ors? And if reading and fludy be in themſelves 


neceſſary in order to conſtitute an able miniſter, 
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unleſs it can be made to appear there is a parti- 
cular time, place, and method for the purſuit of 
this reading and ſtudy, aſcertained in the word 
of God, is it not as frivolous to tell us, that it is 
unlawful to read and ſtudy before we enter upon 
the miniſtry, or to go to any College or Acade- 
my, in order the more effettually to be aſſiſted 
in a courſe of reading and ſtudy ; as it would be 
to affirm, that we mult never ftudy in a morn- 
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ing, but only in an afternoon, or that we muſt. 


[i | never ſtudy in a chamber or cloſet, but only in 
119 the field, or on the road ? In ſhort, that tho' 


we 


2 1 
we ought to purſue knowledge, yet that we ſhould 


do it in the leaſt advantageous and effettual me- 
thod we can poſſibly deviſe? 

2. The importance of human learning to a mi- 
niſter, may be further argued from the nature and 
extent of the work to which he is called. | 
Some profeſſions and occupations require much 
leſs knowledge than others ; but there 1s perhaps 
no function which requires ſo much, as that of an 
able miniſter... Whoever reads the bible with the 
leaſt degree of attention, muſt be ſenſible that 
there is every kind of knowledge laid up in it; 
natural, hiſtorical, moral, civil and other kinds of 
knowledge, as well as that which is more immedi- 
ately theological or religious: Now it is the 
work and buſineſs of an able miniſter, not merely 
to read and meditate upon the ſeveral things which 
are contained in the bible, in the capacity of a 
private Chriſtian, and for his own particular ad- 
vantage; but it is his province to explain and 
illuſtrate to others thoſe things which may be hard 
to be underſtood, to defend the cauſe of God and 
truth againſt thoſe who may oppoſe it, and to 
ſeek out for acceptable words, as well as argu- 
ments, whereby the great and important truths of 
God may be moſt effectually impreſſed upon the 
minds of men, But can this be done, without a 
conliderable compaſs of knowledge and learning? 
And if knowledge is not now to be expected by 
inſpiration, how are we to attain it, but in the di- 
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ligent uſe of the beſt means providence may fur- 
niſh us with for that purpoſe ? I might eaſily ſhew 
the deſirableneſs and importance of acquired 
knowledge, from a view of the various other 
branches of the miniſterial work; but to an un- 
prejudiced mind, it muſt be, I think, ſelf-evident. 
Indeed fo arduous did the work appear, even to 
an inſpired apoſtle, that he cried out, who is ſuffi 
cient for theſe things ? But perhaps'it may be faid, 
our ſuſficiency is of God, And it certainly is ſo; as 
we {hall hereaſter more fully ſhew. All our na- 
tural endowments, and all our acquired furniture, 
are from him, nor will either the one or the other 
be of any avail, without his influence and bleſſing. 
But if knowledge is neceſſary to a miniſter, ſhould 
he not purſue after it? And if means are to be 

uſed in order to communicate knowledge to 
others, doth not common ſenſe teach us to uſe the 
beſt means which are in our power, ſuch as appear 
to be beſt adapted to anſwer the end? May we 
not as well expect to walk without feet, to ſpeak 
without a tongue, or to perform the various func- 
tions of life without life itſelf, as to work without 
means, or means which are not adapted to the 
end ? We know that the great God can effect his 
own purpoſes without any means, as he did in 
creation, when he only ſpake and it was done ; or 
by means the moſt inconſiderable and improbable, 
as when our bleſſed Lord reſtored ſight to the 


blind by applying clay to his eyes ; yet as it is not 
| the 
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the pleaſure of God to work in this manner, in 
common, having given to men various powers, 
and directed them to improve and uſe them for 
various purpoſes of human life and religion; it 
muſt be our duty ſo to do, and it is in ſo doing, 
we may hope for the divine concurrence and 
bleſſing. 

3. The. purſuit of uſeful knowledge ſtands re- 
commended to us by the conduct of wile and 
good men in all ages, and has the ſanction even 
of. the infinitely wife God, and the great Re- 
deemer. | 

The Lacedemonian ſtate had ſuch a ſenſe of 
the importance of a good education, that they 
took the charge of educating: their youth upon 
themſelves; leſt tbe parents, through an over- 
fondneſs, ſhould neglett, or but ſuperficially at- 
tend to this important buſineſs. And amongſt 
the people of God themſelves, we find there were 
very early ſchools of the prophets. Theſe fchools, 
the learned Dr. Lightfoot obſerves, * © were little 
* univerſities and colleges of ſtudents. For their 
* governor they had ſome venerable prophet, 
* inſpired with the holy Spirit, and that partook 
* of divine revelations. The ſcholars were not in- 
„ fpired indeed with the fame prophetical ſpirit, 
but received propheſies from the mouth of 
* their Maſter. He revealed to them, thoſe 
*« things which were revealed unto him, of the will 


«& of 
* Lightfoot's Works, Vol. 2. page 85. 
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* of God and the ſtate of the people, of the times 
* and events of Iſrael, and, above all, of the myſ- 
© terics of the goſpel ; of the Meſſias, of his com- 
„ing, times, death, reſurrection, and thoſe things 
* that were to be done by him. In theſe ſmall uni- 
© yerſities, the prophets who propheſied of the 
grace that ſhould come, (as the apoſtle Peter 
« ſpeaks) enguired dihgently of ſalvation, ſearching 
* what or what manner of time that was, which 
„as pointed out by the Spirit of Chriſt that was 
in them, when he foretold the ſufferings of 
« Chriſt and the glory that ſhould follow. Theſe 
« things, which were not to be fetched out by the 
meer ſtudy of the law, were here taught, and ſo 
* the ſtudy of the law and goſpel together ren- 
« dered the miniſter of the divine word complete.” 
The fymagogues, it is ſuppoſed, ſucceeded theſe 
ſeminaries, after the Babyloniſh captivity, and the 
ſchools of ſuch as Hillel, Gamaliel, at whoſe feet 
Paul was educated, and others. It is indeed cer- 
tain that in every age, and under every diſpenſa- 
tion, places have been provided for the inſtruc- 
tion of youth, and encouraged and countenanced 
by the wiſeſt and beſt of men. Who have been 
more zealous patrons of ſound learning, and the 
ſeats of learning, or more eminent for learning 
themſelves, than thoſe godly puritanical miniſters 
in this kingdom, who were an ornament to the 
church of God whilſt they lived, and whoſe ex- 
cellent works ſo much edify and comfort us, now 


they 
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they are dead? The ſeminaries of learning have 
been, it muſt be owned, greatly abuſed by carnal 
men, and the work of the miniſtry has been by 
many, too much conſidered in the unworthy 
light of a meer trade to obtain a decent livelihood. 
And what is there which has not been abuſed ? 
But we cannot argue from the abuſe of learning, 
againſt the uſe of it; and it is for the humble ſubor- 
dinate w/e of it alone, I am pleading. 

And let ſeminaries of learning be decried ever 
lo much, they may boaſt of the greateſt ſanttion 
that can poſſibly be given them, even that of the 
great God. He has been pleafed to raiſe up in 
every age many eminent and worthy men out of 
theſe ſeminaries. From the ancient ſchools of 
the prophets, there were ſome raiſed up who were 
men of renown ; and from later inſtitutions of 
this kind, how many able miniſters have been 
brought forth to ſupply the church of God? Of 
this number we may reckon the glorious inſtru- 
ments of the Reformation; the truly learned and 
godly puritans, the fathers of the preſent Diſſen- 
ters; the many learned ſpiritual and zealous cler- 
gymen who are, in our day, the ornaments of the 
church of England ; and, may I not add, the moſt 
able, acceptable, and uſeful of the di fenting clergy 
in general. And if God be for us, who can, ſuc- 
ceſsfully, be againſt us? 

To all this I would ſubjoin, we have the example | 
of * Son of God himſelf,” to * us as 
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to this matter. When he was but twelve years of 
age, he was in the midſt of the Doctors, we read, 
in the temple, hearing, and cfkeng them queſitons. 
Luke ii 46. And what were the twelve, and the 
ſeventy diſciples, but pupils to their divine maſter, 
in like manner as John's diſciples were to him. 
And accordingly we find our bleſſed Lord fre- 
quently giving his diſciples {efures or inſtructions 
about many things. Now He was a teacher ſent 
of God, and he could, if he had ſeen fit ſo to do, 
have effectually ſupplied his diſciples with all the 
knowledge that was neceffary for them, in an im- 
mediate and miraculous way ; butwe ſee he choſe 
to do it in the common and ordinary method of 
inſtruction; hereby ſetting us, in this reſpect as 
well as in many others. an example that we ſhould 
tread in his ſteps. And indeed, what miniſter is 
there of any ſtanding in the church of God, but 
has thoſe who, in a more ſtated or occaſional way, 
| come to him for inſtruction? Eſpecially ſuch as 
| 4 | may be thought to have promiſing talents for the 
1 miniſtry. And if it. be lawful to give inſtruction, 
why ſhould any particular mode of giving it be 
objetted to; eſpecially ſuch a mode as, may appear 
to be the moſt eftectual and advantageous ? 

4. The importance and deſirableneſs of human 
ö learning. may be further argued from the happy 
il effects produced by it, when ſanttified, and hum- 
ll | | bly devoted to the ſervice of God. 
li It is to auman learning, under God, let men ho 
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have it not affect as much as they will to deſpiſe 
it, we are indebted for an Engliſhi bible. A conſi— 
deration, which one wouid think could not but 
reſtrain the petulance of thoſe miſtaken men, who 
ſeem to take an .enmous pleaſure * in ſpeaking evil 
of that which they do not underitand. Had God 
been pleaſed to inſpire men with the gift of tongues 
in a miraculous way, as he did at the beginning, 
he could doubtleſs have done it, and might hereby 
have - had the bible tranſlated into different lan- 
guages. But he has ſeen fit to make uſe of human 
learning for this purpoſe. And how therefore, 
without human learning, a man could become an 
able miniſter for this great and important ſervice to 
the church, we may challenge the adverſaries of 
human learning to tell us. It is moreover to hu- 
man learning in a great meaſure, we are indebted, 
under God. for thoſe valuable commentaries, and 
expolitions of the ſcriptures, which have been ſo 
eminently uſeful to the people of God in every 
age. The excellent apologies which have been 
publiſhed in defence of Chriſtianity, the elaborate 
treatiſes which have been wrote upon the various 

C 2 | doctrines 


* The temper diſcovered by ſome of thoſe who eydeavor to 
diſtinguiſi themſelves by railing againſt human learning, ſeems not 
unlike that of Diogenes, who, when he trampled upon Plato s em- 
broidered cloak, cried out, Sic calco faſium Platonis, thus trample I 
upon the pride of Plato; to whom Flato very properly repued, 
Sed majore faſtu, but with greater pride, for he was prouder in 
treading upon it, than Plato was in wearing it. 
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dottrines of the goſpel, and other branches of our 
holy religion, are likewiſe to be aſcribed, under 
God, to the ſame ſource. And further, it 1s by 
the help of human learning we are enabled to ſee 
with our own eyes, to judge of the propriety and 
juſtneſs of the tranſlation of the ſcriptures into our 
own language, the better to underſtand the literal 
meaning of the ſcriptures, to enter into the ſpirit 
of the various reaſonings contained in them, and 
to perceive and diſplay their force, energy and 
beauty. For none of theſe things are now done 
in a miraculous way, but in the uſe of thoſe facul- 
ties, and thoſe means of improvement, which God 
is pleaſed to furniſh us with in the ordinary courſe 


ol his providence. So ſenſible of the uſefulneſs 


and importance of learning, were thoſe eminent 
reformers, Luther, and his amiable ſucceſſor Me- 
lancthon, that they expreſs themſelves in the ſtrong- 
eſt manner concerning it. © Although my 
knowledge of the Hebrew be ſmall, ſays Luther, 
yet I would not exchange it for all the treaſures of 


the whole world.” And ſays Melanfthon, * © I know I 
have 


* Quamvis exigua fit mea linguæ hebraicæ notitia, cum omni- 


bus tamen totius mundi gazis non commutarem.” Jom. 4, Orat. 


P. 471. 


} Scio me vix labris primis deguſtaſſe hebraicas, græcas, et 
latinas literas; ſed tamen hoc ipſum quod didici, quantulumcumque 


eſt, propter judicium de religione, omnibus mundi regnis, omni- 


umque opibus, longe antepono. In loc. com. lit. de ling. feris. 
fan, | 
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have ſcarce taſted with my firſt lips, the Hebrew, 
Greek and Latin letters, but nevertheleſs that 
which I have learnt, how little ſoever it be, for 
the ſake of the judgment of religion, I far prefer 
It to all the kingdoms of the world, and to all the riches of 
them,” And amongſt many other qualifications 
therefore, which are neceſſary to the diſcharge of 
the miniſterial office, a celebrated writer obſerves, 
that a. chriſtian paſtor © ought to be well verſed in 
every kind of literature. Nor is there, indeed, 
any branch of literature but may be highly ſer- 
viceable to a miniſter, if truly ſanctified, in one 


part or other of his ſacred office; or which has 
not been actually made uſe of, through the agen- 


cy of the good Spirit of God, to great ad- 


vantage. 
5. The ingenuous acknowledgments of thoſe 
worthy men, who have been themſelves deſtitute 


of the advantages of learning, may be appealed to 
in its favor. 

Such have been the great natural abilities, and 
the eminent ſupernatural gifts of ſome truly great 
and good men, and ſuch their cloſe application 
to reading and ſtudy, when they have been called 
to the work of the miniſtry, that without the aid 
of previous learning, they have become burning 


A and 


* Quz in munere capeſſendo paſtor: adeſſe debunt, hec ſunt. 
1. Debet eſſe manmigjuw, omnigena literatura imbutus. Paſt, 


evang. pag. 76. 
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and ſhining lights, and approved themſelves to 
be able miniſters of the new teſtament. Of this cha- 
racter was that venerable apoſtle of the day in 
which he lived, the celebrated Mr. Bunyan, and 
in the ſame claſs may be ranked many excellent 
miniſters now living, whole names I ſhould with 
pleaſure mention, were it not that it might be 
thought to have the appearance of flattery. Many 
I am ſenſible, who have enjoyed the utmoſt ad- 
vantages with reſpet to literature, are yet great- | 
ly inferior to ſome who have never enjoyed ſuch 
advantages. But are we from hence to argue, 
that human learning is needleſs ? Certainly not. 
Becauſe ſome men have been born -philoſophers, 
is the fiudy of philoſophy to be abandoned? Be- 
cauſe others have been born poets, are the works 
of the poets, or the art of poetry, to be negleq- 
ed? Or becauſe ſome who have enjoyed the ad- 
vantages of a good education, have yet made no 
improvement of them ; 1s a good education there- 
fore to be deſpiſed or lightly eſteemed ? What can 
be more prepoſterous ! Nor have thoſe excellent 
miniſters, who, without the aid of learning, have 
been made the moſt eminently uſeful, argued in 
this unreaſonable manner. On the other hand, 
by, a humble and diligent uſe of the works of their 
more learned brethren, and by cloſe application 
and ſtudy, they have endeavored to compenſate 
for their own want of learning, acknowledging at 
the ſame time the neceſſity and importance of it 

| ; -- where 
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1 4 
where it can be attained, and encouraging thoſe 
who have an opportunity for the attainment of it, 
by all means to purſue it, with thankſulneſs, zeal, 
and diligence, 

And vere I to take notice of the abſurd oppo- 
ſition ſome have made to human learning, their 
weak and indecent ſneers at all endeavors to en- 
large and improve the human mind, and their 
own attempts at the ſame time to mimic or coun- 
terſeit ſomething like. learning, together with the 
ambuton they diſcover, to be thought purer, and 
in every reſpet better than their learned brethren ; 
it would, I think, add ſome weight to the argu- 
ments already produced upon this ſubject. But 
as T apprehend further enlargement is unnecef- 
fary, I ſhall cloſe the preſent head of diſcourſe, 
with the following pertinent paſſage from a ſer- 
mon of the late truly evangelical as well as learn- 
ed Mr. Matthew Clarke. | In ſhewing how it is God 
hath made fooliſh the wiſdom of this world, he 
thus expreſſes himſelf. - * Not by deſtroying the 
« exerciſe of reafon, or the uſe of learning; as if 
the holieſt men muſt needs be the greateſt fools: 
* reaſon and religion are at no ſuch odds, that 
they cannot conſiſt together. There's no occa- 
* fion for men to lay afide their learning, when 
they enter into Chriſt's ſchool; nor are they re- 
* quired to abandon all juſt reaſoning and argu- 
mentation, as carnal and uſeleſs things, when | 
6 ny come to know the truth as, it is in Jeſus. 
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. 
* The converting men to chriſtianity don't turn 
them into fools and idiots. No! theſes things 


2 are excellent in themſelves, and may be made 
very ſerviceable to religion, whilſt they att mi- 


* niſterially, and ſerve as an hand-maid, to at- 
tend upon and open the word, though without 


** this they are all weak and defective. They are 
gifts of God, and as the ſpoils of the Egyptians 
* were dedicated to the ſervice of the tabernacle, 
may be of ſingular uſe te the church. In the 
* firſt planting of the goſpel, God made little ule 
* of theſe things; the want of them being ſuppli- 
* ed by extraordinary gifts and immediate inſpi- 
ration; withour learning the apoſtles were able 
„to ſpeak in divers tongues. But when no ſuch 
immediate inſpiration can be expected or pre- 
« tended to, it muſt be great weakneſs to ſuppoſe 
* that God, by making fooliſh the wiſdom of this 
« world, has deſtroyed. either the exerciſe of 
* reaſon, or the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of learn- 
* ing. No man can diſcredit human learning, 
but he muſt at the ſame time diſparage his own 
* underſtanding. 4s an attempt, ſays an ingeni- 
** perſon,* that would be impracticable; becauſe if 
** well done, it muſt be by arguments drawn from the 
& ſlorehouſe of learning; and then at the ſame time we 
are reaſoning againſt it, we are really arguing for it, 
and prove the uſefulneſs of what we pretend to decry. 
* 1f ut's ill done, and the per formance be unlearned, it's 
1 | N 0% TS 4. 
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to no purpoſe, and might as well have been let alone, 
* and ſueus withal the need of what we are denying. 
But then it may be too much magnified, and is 
* ſo when men are fond of their learning, to the 
* lols of their religion. It muſt not be ſuffered 
to uſurp, but taught its duty, and kept in its 
% place.” | 

Upon the whole, though. human learning may 
have been. and doubtleſs has been, in common 
with all other things, greatly abuſed ; yet, it ap- 
pears in itſelf highly deſirable, uſeful, and neceſ- 
ſary, in order to the forming of an able miſter of 
the new teſtament. 

But, not the greateſt natural endowments, nor 
the beft acquired abilities, will alone complete 
this important character. There is ſomething 
yet more eſſential than any thing of this nature, 
and without which, have what we will beſides, 
we are nothing. Which leads me to obſerve, 

3. That to conſtitute an able miniſter, divine 
and ſupernatural gifts are abſolutely neceſſary. 

In the apoſtolic age theſe gifts were diſpenſed 
in an extraordinary way, particularly on the day 
of Pentecoſt. See Acts ii. 1, 2, 3, 4. But though 
ſuch extraordinary communications are not now 
to be expected, ſince there is not that neceſſity 
for them there was then, yet ſtill we are encou- 
raged now to look to an aſcended Jeſus, for thoſe . 
divine and ſupernatural gifts, which are neceſlary 
to the work of the miniſtry. He hath, we read, 
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ob:ained gifts for men, and gives paſtors and teachers, 
as well as apoltles, prophets, and evangeliſts, for 
the perfecting of the ſaints, for the work of the 
miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt. 
The firſt of theſe g'ſts is the gift of grace; with- 
out winch, let a man have the fineſt natural ta- 
lents, and the largeſt ſund of human learning, he 
can be no other than a blind leader of the blind. 
Nor is 'there any thing relative to the church of 
Chriſt more to be deplored, than the introduc- 
ing of carnal unconverted perſons into the minit- 
try. The natural man, recciveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, neither can he æn them, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 1 Cor. ji. 14. 
And if he docs not know them himſelf, how can 
he be qualified to teach them unto others ? But 
not only is the gift of grace neceſſary to the cha- 
rater of an able miniſter ; but there are various 
other gifts which appear abſolutely neceſſary, in 

order to the due diſcharge of the miniſterial of: 
fice. It is not every good man, any more than 
every ſenfible and learned man, that is properly 
qualified to be an able miniſter of the new teſta- 
ment“. As men have oftentimes a peculiar genius 
| | for 


* © He mull have a minyfertal gift, which is not natural parts, 
nor human learning, nor grace in common with other chriſtians, 
which though Att XEEDFUL AND USEFUL, yet neither of them 
ſeparately, nor altogether will qualiſy a man to be a public teacher 
of the word, He muſt have a ſpecial and peculiar gift from Chill, 


&c.“ See Dr. Gill's Body of Divinity, vol. 3. p. 262. 
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for one profeſſion or occupation rather than ano- 
ther, ſo there ſeems to be a kind of divine genius, 
if I may fo exprels it, neceſſary to qualify a man 
for the work of the miniſtry. Whatever abilities 
a man has, whether natural or acquired, it is ne- 
ceſlary. in order to his being a miniſter, that he 
be for inſtance, diſpoſed and inclined to uſe his ta- 
lents and abilities in the ſervice of the ſanctuary, 
to devote them to the work of the chriſtian mi- 
niſtry. It is alſo neceſſary, not only that he be 
inclined to the work; but, that he ſhould be in 
other refpetts, filled for it. That he ſhould have 
a good degree of light, or divine illumination 
into the ſcriptures, a facility or readineſs in ex- 
plaining them, and freedom of ſpeech, or a door of 
utterance in {peaking of divine things. In ſhort, it 
ſeems peculiarly neceſſary, that a miniſter ſhould 
be, as the apoſtle Paul expreſſes it, 1 Tim. ili. 2. 
Lauri, apt to teach, that is endowed with a capact- 
ty and difpofuion for this employment rather than 
any other. He ſhould have an unttion from 
above, be led by the ſpirit into all truth, have 
the tongue of the ſpiritually learned, that he may 
know how to ſpeak a word in ſraſon to weary 
ſouls, and poſſeſs the ſacred {kill. as an inftiu- 
ment in God's hand, to win fouls to Chriſt, and 
rightly to divide the word of truth. And where 
the great head of the church is pleaſed to diſpenſe 
thele gifts to any of his ſervants ; he ſeems, in my 
humble opinion, to point them out as proper per- 
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ſons to be called to, and employed in public work. 
And theſe, I would obſerve, are the only perſons 
encouraged by this inſtitution to enter upon the 
work of the miniſtry. Theſe and no others, are 
the perſons we defire to cheriſh and patronize, 
and to whom we would willingly afford all the aſſiſ- 
tance we can, 1n the purſuit of ſuch uſeful know- 
ledge, as may, with the bleſſing of God, the bet- 
ter enable them to diſcharge the duties of the ol- 
fice to which they are called. And if tis deſerves 
to be branded with the reproach of an impious 
attempt to mend or help the work of the Spirit of 
God, fo then muſt the uſe of means in general, 
in order to the accompliſhment of any end, and 
lo, in a particular manner, muſt be the inſtruc- 
tions, counſel and advice, which any aged miniſ- 
ter may give to a young miniſter, or to one who 
is about to be called to the miniſtry ; in a word, 
ſo muſt be, that reading and ſtudy to which Paul 
exhorts Timothy, that his profiting might appear to 
all-—As every good and perfect gilt, ſo I believe 
gifts or talents for the miniſtry in an eminent man— 
ner, come down from above, from the Father 
of lights, the great diſpenſer of heavenly wiſdom, 
and who giveth liberally without upbraiding. 
And though he diſpenſeth thele gifts in different 
degrees, giving to every man ſeverally as he will, 1 
Cor. xii. 11, yet without a meaſure of them, we 
can never become able miniſters of the new teſta- 
ment. But then we are not to negleft, but to ſtir 


up, 
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up, and, in che humble diligent uſe of all proper 
and ſuitable means, to improve the gifts, be they 
more or leſs, which may be communicated to us. 

4. Andlaſtly. An able mniſter of the new teſta- 
ment, muſt be a truly evangelical miniſter, or a mi- 
niſter not of the letter, but of the ſpirit. 

This is particularly mentioned by the apoſtle in- 
the words of our text. By the leller we are not 
to underſtand learning, or the literal meaning of 
the ſcripture. The apoſtle Paul was himſelf a man 
of lelters, or learning, bred, as we have ſeen. at the 
feet of Gamaliel. And though the other apoſtles 
were illiterate before their call to the apoſtleſhip, 
yet they became afterwards men of extraordinary 
learning, being able to ſpeak to perſons of different 
nations, in their. own different Janguages, the 
wonderful works of God. As ii. 6, 11. And were 
we to lay aſide the literal meaning of {cripture, what 
could we make of thoſe many paſſages which lite- 

rally ſpeak of Jeſus Chriſt, and the way of ſalvation 
by him? But by the letter, in our text, we are 
plainly to underſtand the law, or the Moſaic dil. 
penſation, and by the ſpirit, the goſpel. The 
ſequel of the apoſtle's reaſoning evidently proves 
this to have been his meaning. He compares the 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian diſpenſations together, and 
thews the ſuperior glory of the latter to the for- 
mer, calling the one, the mmſtration of death and 
condemnation, and the other, the miniſtration of the 
ſpirit and of righteouſneſs. See ver. 7,8, 9. An able 


man ſler 
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muiſter therefore of the new teſtament, is one that 
is not a legal, but a truly evangelical miniſter. One 
who is led into the true ſpirit of the goſpel, who 
preaches Chriſt and him crucified, . and, with our 
apoltle, determines to make this the conſtant and 
cluef ſubject of his miniſtrations. And ſuch mi— 
mifters, O how great a bleſſing to the church, 
and to the world! The Lord increaſe the 
number of them! But this leads me to the 


IT. Thing propoſed, which was to ſhew how, or 
in what reſpetts, it appears to be God who makes 
men able miniſters. Our ſufficiency, ſays the apoſ- 
tle, is of God, who hath made us able miniſters. It 
is God, and he alone, who makes men able mini- 


ſters of the new teſtament. Which appears from 
the following conſiderations. 

1. They derive all their abilities for the work of 
the miniſtry from him. 

He is the former of their bodies, and the father 
of their ſpirits, and to him therefore they are in- 
debted for all their powers, both of body and 
mind Have they a greater or leſs degree of bodily 
health and firmneſs; or have they any tolerable 
mental capacity ? To God they are indebted both 


for the one and the other. Some we ſee who 
are, with reſpect to their minds, meer idiots, or 
but a little removed from this character; others 
are ſo opprelled with a variety of diſorders and 
infirmities, that they know not ſcarcely what 
health mcans, from infancy to old age. Now are 

we 
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we made in theſe reſpetts to differ from many 
others? Who hath made us to differ, but that 
| God, from whom every good gift cometh down? 
And with reſpett to acquired abilities, are not | 
theſe alſo from God? Is it not he that gives us | 
parents, or raiſes up friends who are capable and 
diſpoſed to afford us thoſe advantages for the ac- 
quirement of _ uſeful knowledge, which others, 
perhaps, are deſtitute of ? All our improvements 
are from him, as well as the powers themſelves by 
which we are rendered capable of improvement. 
It was to a kind providence a Mofes and a Pau! | 
were indebted for the ſuperior advantages they | 
enjoyed above many others. And to the ſame 
indulgent hand we ſhould all be ready to aſcribe 
the different opportunities and means of cultiva- 
tion and mental improvement with which we may 
have been favored. | 
And as all our natural and acquired abilities are 
from God, ſo, in an eſpecial manner, are thoſe 
ſupernatural endowments which are neceſſary to 
conſtitute an able miniſter. It is he who gives 
gifts, miniſterial gifts, to men. Every miniſter has 
peculiar reaſon to ſay, in the language of the apoſ- 
tle Paul, by the grace of God I am what Tam. As a 
man, a ſcholar, a chriſtian, a miniſter, by the grace 
of God I am what Jam. 
2. It is God that calls men to the work of the 
miniſtry. 
As their qualifcaions f for the work are all from 
him, 
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him, ſo is their call to it. Men are not to run 
without being ſent, not to aſſume this honor to 
themſelves; but to be called of God to it. It is 
mentioned to the reproach of the falſe prophets 
of old, that they ran without being ſent. See 
Jer. xxiii. 21. J have not ſent theſe prophets, yet they 
ran; 1 have not ſpoken to them, yet they prophefaed. 
A defect in our commiſſion is as material as a de- 
fect in our qualifications. Our bleſſed Lord, glori- 
fied not himſelf to be made an High Prieſt ; but 
was called of God as was Aaron. Heb. v. 4, 5. 
The apoſtles received their commiſſion from him. 
And it is he that gives to his church paſtors and 
teachers now. A call to the miniſtry may be con- 
ſidered as being either internal or external. The 
internal call conſiſts in an inward capacity for 
it, and a humble willingneſs to engage in it, if 
regularly and duly called to it. An earneſt defire 
to be uſeful to the ſouls of men; and if it be the 
will of God, to be made uſe of as an inſtrument 
of winning them to Chriſt.* And accordingly 
every miniſter that is ordained in the eſtabliſhed 
church, declares his hope and truſt, that he is in- 
wardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon him 
that office. The external call is the call of the 
church. Which call was anciently expreſſed or 
given by the voice, or the holding up of hands. 
; Thus 


# Chriſtus vocat interne, cum eccleſiæ ædificandæ deſiderium et 
ardens, et ab omni avaritia et ambitione defæcatum, inſpirat Toto 
anime deſiderio venire oportebat Levitam, qui, ut domino miniſtra- 
ret, admittendus. Paſt. Ev. p. 2. 


L 0-3 


Thus 2 Cor. viii. 19. the perſon who is ſpoken of 
as choſen or called by the churches to be a fellow 
traveller with the apoſtles, is ſaid to be x-g-rwnben, 
which word ſignifies one choſen or called by the 
holding up or ftretching out of the hand. And it 
appears very plainly, that the church, or the mem- 
bers of every particular chriſtian community, have 
always exerciſed this power of chooſing or calling 
perſons not only to the exerciſe of inferior offices 
in the church, but particularly to the office of the 
miniſtry, * 

Where two or three are gathered together, ſays 
Chriſt, in my name, there am J in the midſt of 
them. So that it may be truly ſaid in this caſe, 
vox populi vox eſt Dei, the voice of the people is 
the voice of God. And if it is God who calls to 
the work as well as qualifies for it, ſurely it is he 
that can alone be faid to make able miniſters. 

3. It is he that offiſts and helps them in their 
work. 

As I was with Moſes, ſays the Lord to Jrſ/iua, ſo 
will I be with thee, I will not fail thee nor forjake thee. 
Fofh. i. 5. And in like manner, the encouraging 
language of Chriſt to his miniſters in every age, 
is, Lo 1 am with you always, even to the end of the 

E | world ! 

* Ipſa plebs maxime habet poteſtatem, vel eligendi dignos ſacer- 
dotes, vel indignos recuſand;. Quod et ipſum videmus de divin 
auchoritate deſcendere, ut ſacerdos plebe præſente ſub ommum oculis 
dcliguur, et dignus atque idoneus publico judicio ac teſlimonio 


comprubetur. | 
Cypriani Opera, lib. 1. epiſ. 4. 
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world ! Mall. xxviii. 19, Whatever miniſters are, 
either wich reſpect to their inclinalion or ability to 
read, ſtudy, miniſter the word, and attend every 
part of ſanctuary ſervice, they are what they are 
by the grace of God. It is he who gives them 
life, health, and ſtrength both of body and mind, 
to perform the various and difficult ſervices to 
which they are called; and it is he who enables 
them, amidſt every diſcouragement, to perſevere 
therein to the end. It is Hz who makes them 
able miniſters. 

4. All their fucce/s is from God. 

It is he who giveth the increaſe. He it was that 
ſucceeded the labors of the prophets and apoſtles, 
and made them inſtruments of ſo much good to 
the ſouls of men. And He it is that proſpers all 
the attempts of his ſervants ſtill, directing them to 
caſt the goſpel net on the right fide of the ſhip, . 
and making them truly wiſe, to win ſouls to Jeſus 
Chriſt. If miniſters are made able, as inſtru— 
ments, to convince and convert ſinners, and to 
edify, eſtabliſh and comfort the people of God ; 
it is God that makes them ſo, and to him there- 
fore ſhould be aſcribed all the glory. Who 18 
Paul, and who is Apollos, but miniſters by whom ye be- 
lieved, even as the Lo RD Gave to every man? 1 Cor, 
iii. 5. | 
5. The promiſed reward of the able miniſter, is 
from God. 

And the vicy, the proſpect, the hope of this 


reward, 


— 
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reward, how pleaſing, how delightful, how animat- 
ing! What can have a more powerful influence, 
to render us able miniſters of the new teſtament ? 
They that be wiſe, ſays the prophet Daniel, ſhall ſhine 
as the brightneſs of the firmament, and they that turn 
many to righteouſneſs, as the flars for ever and ever. 
Dan. xii. 3. And in the view of this glory, the 
apoſtle Paul exuits ſaying, Henceforth there 1s 
laid up for me, a cxown of righteouſneſs. And 
whence did. he expett this glorious crown ? He 
ſays, which the. Lord, the righteous judge ſhall 


give to me in that day, and not to me only, but to all 


them alſo that love his appearing. See 2Tim. iv. 8. 
Yes, he it is who will ſay at laſt to all his faithful 
ſervants, well done good and faithful ſervant ! Enter 
into the joy of thy Lord ! With a view then to the 
promiſed reward, we may well ſay, our ſufficiency 
is of God, who hath made us able miniſters. 

6. It appears to be God who makes men able 
miniſters, becauſe he claims this honor as his own 
prerogative. 

Behold, ſays Chriſt to his diſciples, I ſend you! 
Matt. x. 16. And go ye into all the world ! Matt. 
xxviii. 19. Agreeably to which the apoſtle Paul 
is ſaid to have been made a miniſter, according to 
the gift of the grace given to him by the effettual 
working of kis power. Eph. iii. 7. And miniſters 
of the new teſtament are therefore called, miniſters 
of Chriſt, and miniſters of the goſpel of the grace 'of 
God, 70 TI | 
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7. All truly able miniſters have been ready to 
acknowledge that they were made ſo by God. 

Their language with one united voice is, our 
Juffeciency is of God, who hath made us, if we are 
made, able miniſters of the new teſtament. And 
ſuch was the ſenſe our apolltle had of the greatneſs 
of the privilege conferred on him, in being an 
able miniſter, that he expreſſes his gratitude for it 
in the ſtrongeſt terms. / thank Chriſt Feſus my 
Lord, 1 Tim. i. 12. who hath eExABLED me, ſor 
that nE counted me faithful, vurrix d ME into the 
minitry] And again, Eph. iii. 8. Unto me, who am 
teſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, is ruis GRACE G1VEN, 
that I ſhould preach amongſt the Gentiles the unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt! And have we not all, my bre- 
thren, reaſon to be aſtoniſhed, that unto us ſuch 
grace as this ſhould be given ? Behold what man- 
ner of love ! Not unto us, not unto us, but to thy 
name be all the glory ! 

It only remains, in the 


III. And laſt place, that I cloſe the ſubject with 
ſome ſuitable improvement. 

1. Let miniſters ſeriouſly conſider, from what 
has been ſaid, whoſe they are, and to whom they 
ſhould therefore be devoted. 

You are, my brethren, the Lord's. You are his 
miniſters, miniſters of the new teſtament, not of the 


law or letter, but of the ſpirit, the goſpel. And 


he it is who has given you all the accompliſhments 
you 
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you poſſeſs for the diſcharge of this office. Should 
not the thought inſpire you with a holy zeal and 
ardor in your great and important work! Should 
not he that miniſtreth, diligently wait upon his 
miniſtry, and be ready to ſpend and be ſpent in 
his malter's ſervice ? A better, a more uſeful, or 
a more honorable employ we cannot be engaged 
in; nor can we ſerve a better maſter. Happy is 
it, when the miniſters of Chriſt are able to ſay, 
as the apoſtles of old did, none of us liveth to um- 
felf. The love of Chriſt conſtraineth us. 

2. Isit God that makes men able miniſters, 
ſhould not this conſideration inſpire the miniſters 
of Chriſt with the deepeſt humalzy ? 

To be made embaſſadors for Chriſt, able miniſ- 
ters of the new teſtament, is a high honor, a dif- | 
tinguiſhing privilege indeed ! But what have we 
that we have .not received ? And wha is it that 
hath made us to differ? Is not all our ſufficiency | 
of God? Let him then that glorieth, glory only 
in the Lord! 

3. Is it God-who, makes able ee to lm 
then let miniſters | apply for thoſe divine aids | 
which are neceſſary to enable them ſucceſsfully to | 
diſcharge the duties of their office. | 

It is his grace alone that is ſufficient for us. 
Our ſufficiency is of God; to him therefore let | 
us look, on him depend! He giveth grace, and 


more grace. Aſk and you ſhal eee, 1. 
4. Is 
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4. Is it God that makes able miniſters, to him 
then ſhould we look for them. | 

They are his gift, and to him therefore ſhou!d 
we apply for them. It is nz who hath made in 
time paſt. and it is he only who can make now 
able miniſters. Unleſs the Lord build the houſe, the 


builders labor in vain. All our attempts to raile 
and qualify men for the miniſtry, without his 
bleſſing, will be in vain and to no purpoſe. What» 
ever means and ſecond cauſes he may ſec fit to 
make uſe of, it is he alone that is able to render 
any of them effectual. To all our other endca- 
vors then, let us in an eſpecial manner add fer- 
vent prayer to God, that ut would fend forth 
faithful laborers into his harveſt, and effectually 
ſucceed, every pious atternpt to furniſh' the 
churches with a ſucceffion of able miniſters'! ? 

8 · Is it God that makes men able miniſters, let 
thoſe then who are bleſſed with ſuch miniſters be 
thankful to God for them. How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of them that'bting-good 
tidings, that publiffi falvatioh! Is the new teſta- 
ment a bleſſing, how greut a' blefling then muſt it 
be to have able miniſters, to explain and unfold it 
to us! Let us then render unto the Lord, accord- 
ing to the benefit we have received from him. 

6. Does God, as we have ſeen, make men 
able miniſters, by owning and bleſfing fuitable 
means for that purpoſe, as well as by communi- 
cating to them the ſupernatural gifts of his ſpirit 

and 


. 
and grace; then ſurcly, to aſſiſt and encourage 
pious perſons in the purſuit of uſeful knowledge, 


muſt be a ſervice highly pleaſing to God, and pro- 
falable to men. * 


i On 


* Here, I would beg leave to preſent my readers with the follow- 
ing extract from Dr. Mofheim, one of the moll accurate and faith- 
ful of all our eccleſiallical hiſtorians, 

Ihe Chriſtians took all poſſible care to accuſtom their children 
to the ſludy of the ſcriptures, and to inſtrutt them in the doctrines 
of their holy religion; and schBG ots were every where erected for 
this purpoſe even from the very commencement of the Chriſtian church, 
We mult not, however, confound the ſchools deſigned only for: 
children, with the gymnaſia or ACADEMIES of the ancient Chriſ- 
tlans, eretted in ſeveral large cities, in which perſons of riper | 
years, eſpecially ſuch as aſpired to be public teachers, were inſtrutt- e | 
ed in the different branches, both of human learning and of ſacred l 
erudition. We may, undoubtedly, attribute to the apoſtles themſelves, | 

| 
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and their injunttions to their diſciples, thoſe excellent eftabliſh- I! 
ments, in which the youth deſtined to the holy miniſtry, received 
an education ſuitable to the ſolemn office they were to undertake. | 
See 2 Tom. ii. 2. St. Jon erefted a ſchool of this kind at Ephe- | 
fus, and one of the fame nature was founded by Porycare, at | 
Smyrna. See IREN.&Us, ad Heres. lib. 2. cap. 22. p. 148. ed. 
Maſſuet. EvstB1us, Hiſt. ecclef. lib. v. cap. xx. p. 188, But 
none of theſe ſchools were in greater repute than that which was 
eſtabliſhed at Alexandria, which was commonly called the cateche- 
tical ſchool, and is generally ſuppoſed to have been erected by St. | 
Mark. The Alexandrian ſchool was renowned for a ſucceſſion of | 
learned doctors, as we find by the accounts of EusgRIUs and St. | 
Ir Ron; for, after St. Marx, PaxTzNxus, Criemens 
ALExXANDRINUS, Ort1cen, and many Others taught in it the 
doctrine of the goſpel, and rendered it a famous ſeminary for Chriſ- 
tian philoſophy and religious knowledge. There were alſo at An- 
tiach, Cafarea, Edeſſa, and in ſeveral other places, ſchools of the 
fame nature, though not all of equal reputation. See the diſſerta- 
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On this occalion permit me, my honored 
friends and brethren, to congratulate you upon 
that pious and well-regulated zeal you have been 
enabled to diſcover, by forming yourſelves into 
a lociety with this view, and for this purpoſe. 
You have the honor, the happineſs, of having 
laid the foundation of a truly noble and excellent 
inſtitution. An inltitution, which hitherto hath 
been favored with the indulgent ſmiles of an ap- 
proving providence, and for which, an unborn 
pollerity will, I am perſuaded, rife up and call 
you bleſſed. Go on, and proſper. Bleſs God 
who hath given you an ability, and who hath 
given you a diſpoſition, thus to exert yourſelves 
in his ſervice, and for his ſake! Our bieſled maſ- 
ter takes all you do, to the leaſt of his ſervants, as 
done unto kimfelf. Hail then, ye highly favored 
of the Lord! You are admitted to the diſtinguiſh- 
ing honor, of being workers together with him, and 
may hope at laſt to be owned and acknowledged 
by him ! 

The nature and deſign of this inſtitution is ſo 
properly and fully explained already, in the * 

c 


tion of Scunminivs, de Schola Catechetica Alexandrina; as 
alſo Au1151Us, Delle Scuole Sacre, book ii. ch. i. 2. p. 5— 17. 
and ch. xxi. p. 92. The curious reader will find a learned account 
of the more famous Chriſtian ſchools in the eaſtern parts, at Edef- 
fa, Nifibis, and Seleucia. and, indeed, of the ancient ſchools 
in general, in Ass MAN s's Biblioth. Orient. Clement, Vaticanæ, 
tom. iii. par, II. p. 914 919. 

Moſheim's Eccleſ. Hiſt, qto, edit. p. 54, 55+ 
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ed account of it, that it is almoſt needleſs to add 


any thing more concerning it. But as it will na- 


turally be expected I ſhould ſay ſomething con- 
cerning the inſtitution upon the preſent occaſion, 
I beg leave to make the following obſervations 
8 it. 

It was eſtabliſhed, I believe I may with the 
litten truth affirm, with no mercenary or ſecu- 
lar views to the intereſt of any individuals con- 
cerned in it, but with a ſingle eye to the glory of 
God, the good of his church, and the intereſt of 
religion in the world. We ſeek not ourſelves, 
our own honor, intereſt or reputation, but the 
things of Chriſt and religion. 

2. Nor is it the deſign of this inſtitution to intro- 
duce carnal and unregenerate men into the mi- 
niſtry. The introducing of ſuch perſons into the 
miniſtry, perſons who are deſtitute of the very el- 
ſentials of Chriſtianity, as well as of all the truly 
ſpiritual qualifications for the work of the miniſ- 
try, has been, as I have before obſerved, the bane 
of the chriſtian church. But let it not be ima» 
gined ſuch perſons are introduced into the miniſ- 
try, only out of ſeminaries of learning. Sad expe- 
rience furniſhes us with too many dreadful in- 
ſtances of thoſe who have been violent oppoſers 
of learning, and yet have given ſhocking proofs of 
their carnality and want of picty,—The churches · of 
Chriſt, whoſe province it is to call perſons to the 
miniſtry, and to judge of their qualifications for 
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it, ſhould be particularly careful as to this mat- 
ter. They ſhould encourage none but ſuch as 


are juſt, ſober, temperate, and who have a good re- 
port of them that are without. It is however from 


the churches this inſtitution receives its candidates, 
and if any of them therefore ſhould appear to be 


carnal and unregenerate men, to the churches, 
not to this infliction the blame belongs. | 
3. Nor is it, I would further obſetve, the de- 
ſign of this inſtitution, to be a ſupplement to the 
ſpirit of God's teachings, as though he was not 
ſufficient to qualify men for the miniſtry, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of his creatures. We know he 
is. But we alſo know he uſually works by means, 
and ſuch means as are ſuited to the end, and that 
we may hope therefore to be made uſe of, as in- 
ſtruments in his hand, to promote and carry on 
his great and important deſigns. We are not fo 
vain and impious as to Imagine we can mend or 
zmprove his work. But does it follow, becauſe 
we cannot improve the work of God, that therc- 
fore God cannot work by us as his inſtruments ? 
4. Nor is it the deſign of this inſtitution to diſ- 
courage the calling of thoſe who appear to be fit- 
ted by God for uſefulneſs in his church, though 
they may not have an opportunity to acquire the 
advantages of learning, whereby their ſphere of 
uſefulneſs might be enlarged. There are many 
of this charatter, as I have obſerved already, 
who are burning and ſhining lights in the church, 
and 
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- and vhom we therefore greatly reſpect and honor, 


and to whom we are ready to give all the counte- 
nance and encouragement they can —y 
deſire. But, 
5. The intention of this ſociety is to improve the 
minds of thoſe pious perſons who are recom- 
mended by the churches to its patronage, by pro- 
per cultivation, reading, ſtudy and converſation, 
To inſtrutt them into the knowledge of the lan- 
guages in which the ſcriptures were written, to 
give them a Juſt view of language in general, and 
of their own in particular, to teach them to expreſs 
themſelves with propriety upon whatever ſubject 
they diſcourſe of, and to lead them into an ac- 
quaintance with thoſe ſeveral branches of litera- 
ture in general, which may be ſerviceable to 
them, with the bleſſing of God, in the exerciſe of 
their miniſtry. In a word, the deſign of this in- 
{titation is to contribute what we can, towards the 
church and world's having able miniſters of the new 
teſtament. Such as may be qualified to explain, 
illuſtrate, defend, improve and enforce divine 
truths and duties, and to put to filence the igno- 
rance of filly men. Such as, being in a meaſure 
judges of words or language, ſhall be able to ſeek 
and find out acceptable words, and thus more fully 
and agreeably convey to their hearers the know- 
ledge of divine things, and approve themſelves 
workmen, that need not be aſhamed, 71ghtly dividmg 
the word of truth, and giving to every one his por- 
tion 
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tion in due ſeaſon. —And ſurely this is a moſt uſe- 
ful and laudable ſervice, highly worthy the encou- 
ragement and countenance of all the genuine 
friends of Chriſt and religion. May we not then 
hope, that when this infant inſtitution is more fully 
known, and the deſign of it better underſtood, it 
will be more generally encouraged and promoted. 
It is, I am ſenſible, tothe Lord of the harveſt we are 
to look for faithful laborers, for the reſidue of the 
ſpirit is with him ; but then we ſhould alſo remem- 
ber, that the days of miracles are at an end, and 
that God is pleaſed to make uſe of his creatures 
as inſtruments in his hand for the accompliſhment 
of his own purpoſes. Whilſt therefore we daily 
pray, as we are taught to do, thy kingdom come! it 
becomes us at the ſame time to do all we can in 
our reſpettive ſpheres, to promote the advance- 
ment of this kingdom in the world. So may we 
hope, under a divine bleſſing, to ſee religion re- 
vive and lift up its drooping head, and the know- 
ledge of God, of Chriſt and divine things, ſpread 
and cover the face of the earth, as the waters do the 
bottom of the ſeas. Halcyon days! Who, but muſt 
rejoice in the expectation and proſpett of them! 
And do we wiſh to ſee ſuch happy times? Let us 
then chearfully contribute all that is in our power 
to forward their delightful approach ;—leaving the 
event to Hi, of whom, and through whom are all 
things, and to whom 2 it, ALL THE GLORY | 


s & 


